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OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (7 Aug 68) FOR OT RD 68X050 16 August 1968

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report 1[6p QUANG TRI, l4th Military
Det., lst Cavalry Division] Period 31 Jan - 6 Feb 1968 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
tions.

3. To insure that the information provided throug.. che Lessons Learned
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the
attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form pngvitgd

at the end of this report, %.3 e

BY ORDER OF THE SEGRET4RY oﬂrgg,ﬂw: g3

VoR T 5e

A\vﬁf &\g 5.: %'/C/ E o+ 3

N o 1o A & Suckban ©5°

1 Incl “'x SEP > /" KENNETH G. WICKHAM Se

as V\\, T Major General, USA i - o

ST The Adjutant General > 5 o

DISTRIBUTION: gy e

Commanding Generals o & o

US Continental Army Command 587
US Army Combat Developments Ccmmand g
Commandants D N
US Army War College §§$§E§S Lo

US Army Command and General Staff College D,

US Army Air Defense School

US Army Armor School

US Army Artillery and Missile School
US Army Aviation School

US Army Infantry School

US Army Missile and Munitions School

s
2%
) 91

10~
a
2

%

\pq Aewm sTeUOIAR

Ty

w7 20177
' e

gove Ppur STOJII0D a0dxd [etoads

EWRIIVIS

GIIAISSYIOND 2# IN

S~

Lz

ea e




AT Y s Y aefre w s Ay e ~ TN YR re Lam o e TA s a geaml b e amcynegn o iy TR T AN g0 NN ST pn RTINS s g T Sy SN iR NI N VS DY A AL e 3 s s T e e SR g ) ettty B N S S e e
> -

kzrﬁahﬁm,u,ﬁz.wuﬁu&“m@w;”.n,; e T e e o e o e e T 8 S
} Ly
4
W 8
fan ]
+ \/ '
/<0
o B
A ;_
5 %. =, ,_,
m.h Wm. ' 5 1
PR |
m m \M[ © [« W) yv,l ~
: “ & R - .
| 323 - y
I m m m o~ & W ,
m ) - G u .W
. Sgzd £ ﬁ
. i & m ..e.w S m i
SHKE £ \0 :
T2 g ©y !
. 5
e .
- EEES§ . |
=] o it _
a m VA ﬂ B - :
[ &)
-3 [=} .
i
!
.
’ |
| |
9. * :
A ' W
M.:, E..v ruzﬂw.umm%ud, ki R Y N L.ﬁ + Em 7 CSAIR NN . uﬁﬁ NS G VALY T ANy .a M,
e S e T e e ALY e S L e T e o T s e o R S e S S T i e :




N

At MY e i A o W S e
‘s

=

R/ it (st AR A

>

TTNRY

T TR

AT LT

3

Early on the morning. of 31 January 1968, the g12th NVA Regiment afid

- supporting. elements launched a. concerted attack on the provineial cap:’ﬁ:éi'

of Quang Tri, The attack was part of the enemy!s generzl TFT Offensive Hhich

engulfed all of South Vietnam in a wave of violence, The iritial enemy Force

to Penetrate the city was a platoon sized unit from the 10th Sapper Battalion
which began infiltration on the evening of 30 January. Its mission wag to
comit acts of ssbotace and destruction within the city coincident with zn
attack by ground troops from the 812th Regiment, (Kk, K5 and K6 battalions),
8l4th VC Main Force Battalion, and the §08th VC Main Force Pattalion, The
enemy a'ttac}c was to have started at 0200 hours on 31 Januarv, and a2ccordinslv
tie Sap.pers went into action at that time,. necessarilv reveeling their pre-

sence and intentions. The ground attack by the 812th Regiment wes deleyed

. because of navigaticnal difficulties imposed by the rain swollen strezms and

the inexperience of the participating troops. The internal defense forces of
the, city, composed of popular forces and elements of the First LRVN Regiment,
were thus able to concentrate on the sappers before the main attack, killing
or capturing t‘he majority- of them. The premature actisn of the sanpers alerted
the: city's defende'rs to the impending attack,

The 812th Regiment attacked at 0420 hours on 31 Januar‘{ on a multiple
front, X-L Battalion attacked from the esst s penetratine the city at several
points, K-4 was to make the main attack .with its objective‘ be?ng the left
gate of the Quang Tri Citadel Wall and the Sector Headouarters, K-k wes to
‘destroy the artillery unit within .the compnound and occupy the prison, After
one day, K-4 would withdrew and be repiaced by K-6, K-6 Battalion attecked
from the southeast through the Ia Vang Thuong complex (YD 360491) coming
into the city on a route between the railroad and Highway 1. JIts mission wes
to attack fhe La Vang Base frea, The K~5 Battalion was the resimentsl reserve

and was to-oceupy positions southeast of Quang Tri Citv in the viecinity of
Hai Lang (YD 430490), See Sketch "A",
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Tﬁe 814th 8n (MF) was to plav a secordarv role in the ~ttack on "ur- >
Tri, being subordinate to the R12th Regiment durirm the aperstion., Upon com-
pletion of the occupation of Ouang Tri, the R1%th (K-14) Battalion (MF) wouls
occupy the whole city allowing the 812th Regiment to redceplov in.e crescent

formation on the southern side of Quang Tri to block ARVN .and US Forces

coming from Hue,
The 808th (K-8) MF Battalioh appearcd to have a supparting rsle during

the attack. Its mission was to block ARVN.units from reinforcing the city

from the north and to reinforce the K-14 Battalion's acticsns on the northern

portion of the city. K-8 made a feable attempt at both cof these missions

during 't.he course of the battle,

The brunt of the attack fell upon the dz2fending ARVN Forces in and arcund
the citv; composed, not only of the 1lst ARVN Regiment and their attached APC
Tresp bubt also on the 9th ARVN Airhorne Battalion and Police and Popular

Force elements, The 1lst ARVN Regiment had two battalions and the rarachute

battalion oriented north and northwest of the citv protecting revolutirnary

development areas, One battalion was locabed alons route 555 northeast of

Queng Tri, while c;ne battalion was in the citv itself. The Airhorne Battslion

o

was located in the Tri Buu Area (YD 345535),
The 8l4th VC Battalion attacked Quang Tri from the north through Tri Buu

where 'it was decisively engeged by the 9th Airborne Battalion and was unable

to enter the city. However, the pressure on the defending ARVN forces remaired

very heavy and they were gradually forced to fall back into the city contest-
ing every foot of ground as they withdrew, . Although the enemy had becn
unable to take over the city, they were exerting a terrific amount of pres-

sure on it's defenders, and by noon of the 31st the outcome of the battle

remainéd in the balance, " See Sketch npY, ..
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_ Shertly after noon on 31 January, the Province.Advisor, Mr Robert, Bimevs' @

‘held ‘@ conference with the lst. Brigade, lst Cavalry Division Cammander, Colo= =

nel Donald V Rattan and the sahior US advisor to the. 1st ARVN Regiment,-Major
Font; Mr Erewer stated that the situation in the city wes still highly ten-
uous, that the enemy had infiltrated at least a battalion and that the def-

~ énding forces were badlv in need of assistance. 4t that time it apreared. .

that the enemy was reinforcing from the east and that -he had tstablisheq h‘j_s

Toe

fire ‘support positions on the eastern and southern fringes of the citv., See

‘Skétch "C", Recognizing the gravitv of the sitvatinn, Colonel Rattan with

the concurrence of General Tolson, the Division Commander, agreed to reoricnt
his btrigade and attack to the east- of the citv.

The 1st Brigade; 1st. Cavalry Division had arrived in the Quang Tri =rea

-on’25 January, having moved up from Hue~Phu B2i after initially derloring on
_17-January from Bong Son, The Brigade's mission upon arrival in their new
" location was to move into the area south of Ouang Tri omd prepare to daunch

an-attack into i;lie enemy's Base Avea 101 which is' located roughly 15 kilo-

m‘gt‘ers As.xout'h‘vyest. of ‘Quang Tri City. One of the brigade's adiitinnal missions
‘was to proteet the. approaches into the city from the south and southwest,
‘The br'i‘ga.de,'wés not oriented to a role of protecting the city jtself, When
the attack came on 31 Janua;:y, all of its elemeénts were located to the south
:anéa weét of the ¢ity with one fire base as far away as 20 kilometers west of

‘the city, The/Brigade Headquarters, LZ Betty and its other 1Z's, in addition

~tothe ARVYN base camp at La Vang, had been under sporadic rocket and mortar

:atta.‘ck‘ since before dawn. Despite these handicaps,the Brisade was able to

react extremsly quickly to the changed situation, The 1/8 Cavalrv remeined

in the northern part of Base Area 101 to protect the fire tases which had

been established, The 1/ 502 Airborne Battalion, which was under the operat=

ional control of the Brigade; continued its base defense mission with all of
| 3




" its' elements, This left the 1/12 Cavalry and 1/5 Cavalry free tQ meneiwver
against the attacking enemy,

Mr Brewer indicated the most probable locations of enemv infiltration
and support positions; and accordingly, landing zones were selected on or ad-
- jacent to them by Col Rattan. The assault -areas were selected for the purposes
- of reducing the enemv's reinforcing capability in the citv by blockine the
avenues of aporoach; elﬁni.natinz his fire suprort capability bv landirs on his
support areasy and blocking .or impeding.the withdrawal of his forces alresdy
engaged in the. citv. At approximatelv 1345 hours, the battali~ns vere directed
to launch their air assaults as soon as possihle with priority on lift as-
signed to the l)iZth. Additonal aircraft were recuested from division resources
and the 1/9th Cavalry Squadron and ARA ships were alerted.

By 1555 hours, 1/12 Cavalrv had air assaulted its B Company to an L2
east of Quang Tri City north of the villace of Than An Thai (YD360250), Imme-
diately thereafter, C Company was air assaulted southeast of the village (YD
359508) and B Company 1/5 Cavalry under the 12%th Cavaelrv's .control was Yanded
north of B 1/12 Cavalry (YD 358538),

On ‘landing, C 1/12 ‘ihmnediately began receiving intense fire from an est-
imated enemy company, fire beiné brought on the helicopters as thev came in,
The contact lasted until about 1900 hours as the surprised and confused enemy
fought C Companv with machine guns, mortars, and recoilless rifles. After sus-
taining ‘heavy casualties, th;e enemy broke contact leaving 29 hodies, B Com=
pany 1/12 Cavalrv also hecame encaced shortlv after it had landed, The fieht
lasted until abmut. 2000 hn’urs: vwhen the enemv hroke contact, leaving 3. bodies
behind, The 1/12 Cavalry air assaults straddled the heavy weapons suprort of
the K~4 Battalion, The enemy I;attal‘ion thus found itself heavilv enraged: on
the eastern edge of Quang Tri by the ARVN, and in its rear a,monc.; its sunvort

elements by 1[12 Cavalry, Ca{ught between the two forces, it was cuickly ren-

dered ineffective, L
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' Shortly after the 1/12th Cavelry launched its attack, £ and C Ccuia’?éhie'g.
1/5th Cavalry, air assailted southedst of Quang Tri, C Companv landei near

‘the village of Thong Thuong Xo (YD 37249L) and became heavily engaged by .

18,0 hours as. they searched north of their 1Z. A Campany,1/5th Cavelry,

“landed just south of Highway 1 and established a blocicing position (YD372493),

to-interdict any enefy efforts to use the road. C Company 1/5th Cavalry's
contact coupled with aggressive, hard hitting support from ferial Rocket
Artillery, and the 1st Brigade scout helicopters » created pandemonium in the

K-6 Battalion rear. Like its sister battalion, the K-6 found itself wedged

betiiegn ARVN Forces and Cavalrymen, and sustaining a terrific poundine from

the air-and artillery, See Sketch D",

As darkness fell, it became apparent that the shattered enemy had had

- enough, and he was attempting to break contact and withdrew, Tt was Aifficult

for large units to infiltrate through the. Cavalrv companies, and his 'f"orces
rapidly ‘broke-down into small gi'oups; some individuels even ettemvting to

get. away >amqng.*th¢ érowds of fleeing refugees, Contacts were made throuchout
the night. with many small enemy groups trying to set out of the citv. Through-
out the-First of February, the disorganized enemv units sovght to avoid
contact and move away from the city. They had suffered a terrible mauling

from the ARVN deifenders within Quang Tri and had been smashed ond demoralized

, by the air- assaults, gunships, and’ ARA of the 1lst Cavalry Division, Although

well equipped, the};‘ appeared to be inexperienced and were obviously completely
unfamiliar with the Mr Cavalry techniques of warfare, Aerial Rocket Avt-
iil‘e;'y e.nd helicopter gunships experiénced unusual success against enemy
troops,. ,suffering the loss of only 3 aircraft tn enemy groundfire, The

eneny. troops would attempt to play "dead" as. a helicopter approached, seldom

attempting to ref.ui'n fire, A further examplé of their inexperience is that

their mortar gunners frequently forgot to extract the shipping plugs from
5




thelr’rounds before firing, thus firing numerous Juds, '

By noon on 1 Féb;uary, Quang Tri City had been cleared of the enemy,
amd the 1lst Brigade immediately initiated the pursuit. Moving in ever in-
creasing concentric circles with the city as the hub, Brigade elements re-
lentlessly harried the demoralized enemy, A Company, 1/5024 Airborne, made
a heavy contact with a large well armed enemy force south of Ouang Tri near
a large cathedral (YD 340480) killing 76 of the enamv with the help-of ARA
and the 1st Brigade Scouts, D Campanv;.ljiz Cavalrv, was air assanlted into
the battle are2, and made heavy contact with an enemv force near the Sengz
Nhung River (YD 377524) east of Quang Tri., Other units of the lst Rrigade
made numerous smaller contacts throughout the dav, The pursuit was tobe
contiﬂued throughout the first ten days of Februarv, lone after Muang Tri
City itself had been successfully defended.

The original enemy plans, made long before the lst Brigade arrived in
‘the Quang Tri area, obviously did not consider the mobilitv combat powér of
an air cavalry brigade. Although the enemy knew that the lst Brigade was in
the area after 25 January, he must have either ignored the hrigade or figured
that it was deployed so far to the southwest (in Base Area 101) thet it
could not react éuickly enough to influence the battle,

I; became apparent during the battle that the enemy did not reanlize
how vulnerable he would be if caught in the open bv the Cavalry gunships
and ARA ships, Also, he was not used to the Cavalrv scoutine technioues.
with armed H~13s and gunsﬁips flying detailed armetreconnaissance missions
at tree top level.

The eity of Quang Tri was without doubt one of the major objectives of
the TET Offensive, Its successful defense was nne of the hishlichts of
allied engagements taking place during the crucial period, Three me jor

factors contributed to the allied success:
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&, The teriacicus defense within and arownd the citv by the ARY™ fi¥ees
to include the various"PF, RF, and reconnmaissance and Natinonal Police unitES'.
b, The timely and accurate tactical intellicence of enemy locatisns

provided to the lst Brigade by Mr. Brewer, the Senior Province Advisor, at

) noon on the 31st

¢+ The uniaue abilitv of the lst Gava‘.lry Division to complctely chans’e

. the orientation -of units aml to attack in a 180 decree opposite diveotlon on

extremelv short notice,

The enmw paid a hl"h price for his failure. During the nprlod 31

January to 6 February 1968, the enemy suffered the following l~sses,

-KIA by ARVN 553 (Mostly on 31 Jen in Nuang Tri)
PW by ARVN 65
WPIS captured by ARVN' 245
© KTA by 1st CAV DIV 381
PW by 1st CAV DIV 3 _
WPNS -captured by lst CAVDIV 86
Eneany-KIA 9L
PW 86
WPNS captured 331 ‘
Note: 753 82mn and 36 B-4O rocket rounds were also captured by the
1st Cavalry units east.and southeast of Ouang Tri during the period 31

January to 6 February,
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